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Admission process for
PG courses begms at CUK

Applications invited
only through
online mode

v

KALABURAGI, DHN'

entral University ol Kar
nataka Vice-Chancellos
Battu Satyanarayana

said that the admission process
for various post-graduation has
commenced on December 26.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Friday, he said
that the candidates including
those who are still pursuing the
undergraduate sixth semester
are also eligible to apply.
Pointing out that the uni-
vers1ry IS admlttmg studem::, o

hiddeshwar
tive Bank Ltd.,
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Battu Satyamram

vanous PG nmes based

onthe CUETPG)rank, he said
thatitis offering 29 PG courses
including English, Hind1, Kan-
nada, Linguistics, folklorsuc
and tribal studies, economics,
history, public administration
and ) journalism & mass Com-
municaton. He also said the
post graduaton in visual arts
has been added from the aca-
demuc year 2024-25.
Applications are invited
only through online mode and
it can be submirtted through

" https://pgcuet.samarth.ac.in/
- Lastdate for submission of the
- online application 1s January

25,2024 (till5 pm). Admission
is through NTA-CUET. CUET
(PG) - 2024 will be conduc¢ ted
through the Computer Bas

Test (CBT) mode, heexplained.
The candidates must ap*

pear for group discussion and

mterylew for MBA admission,
dOM'ﬂﬂf’ﬂd’ﬂ[‘Ollﬁ/

discusston and iterview wi
not be considered for admas~
sion. For any queries or clar-
fications, the candidates can
call NTA help desk at 0114075
9000 or write to NTA at cuet-
pg@nta.ac.un -
For the MSc Mathematics, .
Physics and Chemistry 50% %
of seats will be filled through™
CUET and 50% through Jein
Admission Test for MSc-2024
(JAM). For MTech 50% ot seats
will be filled through CUET
and 50% through GATE, he

added.

The university in-charge
registrar Channaveer R M, *
controller of examinationKota .
Saikrishna and public relations
officer Ganapathi Sinnur were
present.




U’khand govt orders inspection of

teachers’ credentials

NARENDRA SETHI @Dehradun

AMID claims of improvement
in the quality of school educa-
tion in Uttarakhand, the gov-
ernment has ordered an inspec-
tion of the credentials of
teachers working in all private
schools in the state. This initia-
tive emphasizes quality once
again. The purpose behind this
move 1S to ascertain whether
the teachers meet the standards
set by the National Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE).

According to information
from the Education Depart-
ment, an order issued on De-
cember 27 directs block educa-
tion officers to collect details of
the educational qualifications
of all teachers in private
schools within seven days. The
letter notes that many private
schools have been ignoring ed-
ucational standards.

The School Education De-
partment in Uttarakhand has
initiated a comprehensive re-
view of the educational qualifi-
cation certificates of teachers
in private schools. This is to en-
sure adherence to the stand-

E SRS

\\H\\E\

e

: L 3
el &
SeEs

: R
: "\‘-.- O

ards established by the NCTE,”
said Uttarakhand Director

General of Education, Banshid-

har Tiwari.

The Chief Education Officer,
Pradeep Kumar, has issued an
order to the Block Education
Officers requesting compre-
hensive information. “In the
recent directive to the Block
Education Officers, we have re-
quested the educational quali-
fications of teachers from all
private schools to be submitted
in an Excel sheet using the pre-
scribed format within one
week,” Chief Education Officer
Pradeep Kumar said.

In April this year, the Educa-
tion Department conducted si-

at pvt schools

Ensure adherence
to NCTE standards

School Education Department
initiated a comprehensive review
of the educational qualification
certificates of teachers in private
schools. This is to ensure
adherence to the standards
established by the NCTE, said
Uttarakhand Director General of
Education, Banshidhar Tiwari.
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multaneous raids at 256 private
schools across the state follow-
ing complaints of substituting
NCERT textbooks with more
expensive ones. The investiga-
tion revealed that 21 schools in
Nainital and one in Haridwar
were violating government or-
ders regarding the implemen-
tation of NCERT books.
Uttarakhand has a total of
5,331 pr:ivate schools. However,
according to the latest report
data, Uttarakhand ranks 35th
among 37 states and union ter-
ritories in India in terms of

education perfor .
while, the mance, Meax:.l



:

Maha Kannada schoolbooks have
detailed info on Karnataka history

CAITNALMATH
@ Belagavi/ Athani

THE svllabus of Maharash-
tra government Kannada
schools (MGKS) seems to
contain more information
about Kannada lan-
guage, history, cul-
ture and traditions,
than that of Karna-
taka government
Kannada schools
(KGKS). Important
information with links
to Karnataka or the Kan-
nada language, which has
been skipped in the KGKS
syllabus, has been covered
by books of MGKS, accord-
ing to teachers of govern-
ment Kannada schools of
both states.

The syllabus covered by
books of students from
Class 1to71in MGKS covers

the history of Vijayapura’s
Gol Gumbaz, Hampi, Ba-
saveshwara’s life history,
poem on Jog watertall, and
farmer poems recognised
by the Karnataka govern-
ment, like ‘Negilayogi’, the
life history of vacha-
na researcher PG
Halakatti, noted
Kannada writers
Shivaram Kara-
nth, Dinkar Desai
and other impor-
tant information
linked to Karnataka and
Kannada. MGKS books for
Classes 8 to 10 covers the
history of Sir Visves-
varaya, theatre artiste
Yenagi Balappa, Belur and
Halebid, vachanas of
Akkamahadevi, Muktay-
akka, Sarvadya and more.
Former MGKS textbook
committee chairman AK

Pattar told The New Indian
Express that the Mahar-
ashtra State Textbook
Committee and Research
Centre of Pune had formed
a special team to conduct
thorough research on
Kannada language,
culture, tradition and
history. Based on that
study, the syllabus of gov-
ernment Kannada school-
books of Maharashtra was
drawn up. Before publish-
ing books under the new
syllabus, more than 60 Kan-
nada subject teachers were
invited for a three-day sem-
inar, during which discus-
sions and debates in con-
nection with the new
syllabus of Kannada books
were held. He said that sug-
gestions in favour of the
new syllabus were also wel-
comed by the teachers. PS



Students question Centre’s decision
not to hike Maulana Azad scholarships

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

Researchers and doctoral
students from 30 universi-
ties across the country
have written separate let-
ters to Union Minority Af-
fairs Minister Smriti Irani
to increase the scholar-
ships under the Maulana
Azad National Fellowship
(MANF). The students al-

- lege disparity as the scho-

larship amount for all the
other research fellowships
was increased recently,

- while that of the MANF -

given to scholars from six
Minority communities —
remained the same.

Ms. Irani had recently
announced in Parliament
the Centre’s decision to
discontinue the MANF cit-
ing the overlapping of va-
rious similar scholarships.

The All India Research
Scholars Association (AIR-
SA), an organisation of re-
searchers, said in its letter
to Ms. Irani that research
plays a pivotal role in the
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The scholarship amount for all the other research fellowships was
increased recently. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

socio-economic develop-
ment of the country and
that investing in research
and fostering research fel-
lowships is crucial.

“The scheme was like a
blessing for the minority
students falling below
creamy layer income to en-
courage them to pursue
higher education like Ph.D.
and M.Phil. without worry-
ing about financial con-
straints,” they said.

The researchers said the
last revision of the scholar-
ship was made in 2019; all

other scholarships distri-
buted by the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
and other Ministries such
as the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment
and Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs faced another revision
this year. The fellowship
amount of the various
UGC-approved  schemes
has been hiked from
31,000 to 37,000 for ju-
nior researchers and tfrom
335,000 to 242.000 for se-
nior researchers from Ja-
nuary 1, 2023.

The MANF scholars
from across 30 universities
such as the Jamia Millia Is-
lamia, Aligarh Muslim Un-
iversity, Gauhati Universi-
ty, Sardar Patel University,
Aliah University, Universi-
ty of Calicut, Baba Ghulam
Shah Badshah University,
Chaudhary Charan Singh
University, HSNC Universi-
ty, Kumaon University and
[IMT University have urged
Ms. Irani and her Ministry,
the nodal agency for distri-
bution of the MANF, to ex-
pedite the process to in-
crease the scholarship and
disburse the tellowship on
a monthly basis.

Student outhits of Oppo-
sition parties have also ta-
ken up the matter.

“After discontinuing the
MANF tor upcoming batch-
es, the BJP-led Union go- |
vernment 1s continuing |
discrimination against mi-
nority students by selec- |
tively not increasing the |
amount for existing MANF |
tellows,” said SFI general i
secretary Mayukh Biswas.
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ISRO all set to launch
XPoSat, 10 separate
pavloads on Jan. |

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURIL

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), fol-
lowing a landmark 2023,
will ring in the New Year
with the launch of the
PSLV-C58 X-ray Polarime-
ter Satellite (XPoSat) mis-
sion on January 1.

The PSLV will launch
XPoSat along with 10 more
pavloads and the rocket is
scheduled to lift off at 9.10
a.m. from the Satish Dha-
wan Space Centre iIn
Sriharikota.

~ For orbital experiments
“ISRO’s PSLV-C58 Mission
is to launch XPoSAT Satel-
~ lite into an eastward low

inclination orbit. After in-
jection of XPoSAT, the PS4
stage will be re-started
twice to reduce the orbit
into a 350 km circular orbit
to maintain in 3-axis stabil-
ised mode for Orbital Plat-
form experiments. The
PSLV Orbital Experimental
Module-3 experiment will
be executed meeting the
objective of 10 identified
payloads, supplied by ISRO
and IN-SPACe,” the ISRO
says on the upcoming
mission.

XPoSat is the first dedi-
cated scientific satellite
from ISRO to carry out re-
search in space-based po-
larisation measurements
of X-ray emission from cel-
estial sources.

S ol s s

XPoSat will study space-based
polarisation measurements of
X-ray emissions from celestial-
sources. FILE PHOTO

It carries two payloads —
POLIX (Polarimeter Instru-
ment in Xrays) and
XSPECT (X-ray Spectrosco-
py and Timing). POLIX has
been developed by the Ra-
man Research Institute
and XSPECT is by the
Space Astronomy Group of
URSC, Bengaluru.

Payloads from start-ups

The PSLV will also launch
10 payloads developed by
start-ups, educational in-
stitutions and  ISRO
centres. Among these pay-
loads are Dust Experiment
(DEX) by PRL, ISRO; Fuel
Cell Power System (FCPS)
by VSSC, ISRO; Si-based
High Energy Cell by VSSC,
ISRO; Radiation Shielding
Experimental Module
(RSEM) by TakeMe2Space;
and WESAT by the LBS In-
stitute of Technology for

Women.
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Crafting adept prompts and posing insightful queries

tothe modelis crucial

he advent of generative Artificial Intelligence

'Al). marked bv OpenAl's launch of ChatGPT

and DALL-E alongside Google’s introduction
of Studio Bot. Bard and Gemini with accessible APIs
(application programming interface), has triggered
a frenzv among firms — both large and small — to
swiftly integrate Al into their systems in the hope
that the technology is the final frontier for compet-
itive advantage.

These generative Al models,
proficient in intelligently generat-
ing text, images, audio, and other
content, have revolutionised tasks
demanding human intelligence
and creativity. From language
translation to data analysis, report
writing to software code generation
and even creation of deep fakes,
these models execute complex
operations in the blink of an eye.
Does it follow that Al can even com-
moditise innovation? What is the
implication for firms that depend
on innovation for their competitive
and strategic differentiation? Is Al sufficient and
necessary for organisations to have competitive and

AJAY KUMAR

strategic advantage or will it be just another layer of

information technology (IT) infrastructure?
Generative Al models derive their excellence
from extensive training on mammoth datasets, with
OpenAl models notably utilising the world’s largest
dataset — the colossal and ever-expanding internet,
which boasts a staggering 157 trillion gigabytes. The
internet's vastness provides a rich and diverse array
of information spanning an extensive range of
contexts, closely mirroring the complexity of the
real world. Well-designed Al models trained on inter-
net data also learn to distinguish signal from noise
while navigating through valuable and irrelevant

information.
Wwith accessible APIs, such as those offered by

ChatGPT and Gemini, there is a democratisation of

access to Generative Al. These APIs serve as user-

friendly toolkits, enabling the development of

context-specific and firm-specific applications on

OFF THE GRID

the foundation layer. This accessibility has facili-
tated the integration of Al into the systems of even
medium and small enterprises, drastically reducing
the time and cost associated with Al implementa-
tion. Undoubtedly, these implementations will bring
greater organisational efficiency and contribute to
cost savings in these organisations. But will it pro-
vide competitive advantage?

On the contrary, it can be argued
that widespread adoption of the
common base model, such as
ChatGPT or DALL-E, trained on the
ubiquitous internet dataset, may
breed homogeneity across firms,
particularly in small and medium
enterprises lacking proprietary data
or models. Generative Al risks com-
moditising features that were erst-
while considered distinctive and
offering competitive advantage,
such as personalisation or local lan-
guage enablement. As generative Al
becomes standard for data analysis
and reporting, decision-making
may converge, leading to similar outcomes. Even
sentiment analysis conducted on social media may
yield comparable results, given the public availabil-
ity of social media content. Al-powered cybersecu-
rity products will undoubtedly bolster cybersecurity
profiles, but given their availability for all, they are
also unlikely to provide any marked differentiation
for firms. As organisations navigate the era ot ubiq-
uitous Al adoption, the challenge will lie in preserv-
ing distinctiveness amid a landscape tending
towards uniformity.

While some of the conventional avenues for cre-
ating competitive advantage may fade, yet gener-
ative Al holds promise of forging novel paths to dif-
ferentiation. | posit the following four drivers ot such
competitive advantage.

The first driver would be mobilising context-spe-
cific datasets. Organisations endowed with extensive
proprietary datasets will gain strategic edge as these
datasets will empower generative Al models,
enabling superior output quality compared to com-

petitors, For instance, an o'l -enabled car manufac
Lurer armed with [H"rrprifri;lr'?f clata can ]H'H‘-’idl' pre-
dictive maintenance, therehy reducing costs incon-
trast to competitors. Entities lacking proprietary
data may leverage datasets of other producers if the
data monetisation framework permits such transfer
of data between data producers and data consumers.
A pharmaceutical research and development firm
may collaborate with numerous hospitals 1o aCCESS
anonymised patient data, enhancing drug develop-
ment outcomes. Such data transfer necessitates a
robust economic-technical-legal framework,
addressing the economic interests and privacy con-
cerns of all stakeholders. Government of India’s data
empowerment and protection framework. sup-
ported by the Digital Personal data Protection AcCt.
2023, is a step in this direction.

The second driver could be the ability to elicit
creative results from the generative Al model.
Crafting adept prompts and posing insightful
queries to the model is crucial. As a doctoral stu-
dent is told, framing the right research question is
half the PhD thesis, framing the right prompt to
generative Al is not trivial. The emerging skill of
prompt engineering is likely to be pivotal as skilled
prompting will allow firms to stimulate creative
responses, fostering innovative ideas and solutions
for managers.

The third driver for competitive advantage for
firms would be compute power. Firms will invest in
advanced dedicated compute capabilities for Al
This trend is always visible as many big companies
have committed billions of dollars towards procuring
advanced Nvidia processors for dedicated Al com-
pute capabilities. This will enable them to train
models more quickly and efficiently, as well as
experiment with different model architectures,
hyperparameters, and training strategies, leading to
better performing models. More compute power
would also enable faster iteration cycles, use larger
training models with more parameters, which cap-
ture more nuanced patterns in data, handle big data,
and carry out real-time processing.

The fourth driver would be Al research and devel-
opment. Although generative Al marks significant
progress, we are distant from machine intelligence
rivalling human capabilities. Over time, this gap will
narrow, and enterprises navigating in this evolution-
ary direction will inherently gain strategic advantage
over others.

The prevailing excitement around generative Al
adoption echoes the early days of IT adoption.
Widespread [T implementations led to standardisa-
tion and commuoditisation permeating in I'T com-
ponents — hardware, software and networks. This .
commoditisation prompted journalist Nicholas Carr
(o ask the question in a tamous Harvard Business
Review article, “Does IT matter?” He argued that IT
had become a commodity and that investments in
[T infrastructure no longer provided a competitive
advantage. He later answered the question in
another paper titled “IT does matter”. Addressing
the same question, in the context of Al implemen-
tations, it appears mere adoption of Alisn’t enough,
and a competitive advantage would require

additional drivers.

The writer is former defence secretary, and distinguished
visiting professor, II'T Kanpur
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HE Indian space programme
has fired the country’s imagi-
nation and gained respect in
the international community
with some of its recent achieve-
ments. The list is quite long
and starts with the landing
close to the lunar south pole. Meanwhile,
preparations for Gaganyaan—India’s first
manned space mission—is on in full swing
and will surely enthuse and inspire a gen-
eration of young people to take up careers
in science and technologx _

The moon mission was exciting not just
because of the successful touchdown, but
also the technological capabilities it dem-
onstrated. The mission handled unplanned

experiments such as the lander hopping
from the initial touchdown point—a ma-
noeuvre that could be essential for a future
mission’s ability to re-launch from the
lunar surface. The propulsion module was
brought back to the Earth’s orbit from the
lunar one—another capability important
for the future.

All this is part of a vision to ramp up the
scopeof India’s space missions. S Somanath,
chairman of the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO), recently presented a
roadmap to the government. It included hav-
ing an Indian space station module by 2028
and a crewed landing on the lunar surface
by 2040. Also being planned are follow-up
missions such as Chandrayaan 4, Man-
galyaan 2, a Venus Orbiter Mission, and
newer technologies and heavier launch ve-
hicles. The idea is to increase payload ca-
pacities and get better scientific outcomes
from interplanetary missions.

Outside the ambit of government-led
space activities, India has witnessed a tre-
mendous interest in space entrepreneur-

ship—over $250 million of capital has
been raised by space start-ups in the last
three years. The government has respond-
ed to it by creating an Indian National
Space Promotion and Authorisation Cen-
tre or IN-SPACe, an agency that would in-
terface between ISRO and non-govern-
mental entities.

Indian space programme, which for sev-
eral decades has largely been focused on ci-
vilian applications, is now looking at de-
fence applications too. Mission DefSpace,
which is being coordinated by Innovations
For Defence Excellence or iDEX, has started
introducing challenges aimed at encourag-
ing the indigenous design, development and
manufacture of space technologies that can
serve defence needs. This initiative has
served as an R&D co-investment pathway
for the Indian space industry,

T I T T

ISRO has laid an exciting roadmap for using space
missions in the service of science and society. It can now
nurture the nascent Indian space industry

ISRO CAN TAKE
INDIAN SPACE FIRMS
TO THE MOON

T A
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/e s  co-founder of Spaceport Sarabhal, a think tank
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ing vehicles. Only such complete compe-
tence will allow the Indian industry tobe a
serious contendey in the global market. Sev-
eral start-ups are trying their best to get

Jitendra Singh, the Union minister over-
seeing science and technology, atomic en-
ergy and space, has projected India’s space
economy to grow to $40 billion by 2040 from

the estimated $8 billion now. investmens to developteehnologies to

With all these exciting de- | have spacecraft and launch vehi-
velopments, the country 'l‘llllﬂl;(ili THE cles built, However, these start-
finds itself at a crossroads LOOKING ups are yet to gain momentum in
where several actions need ¥-\7VVERRIARN the form of getting domestic con-
to be taken for the entire GLASS tracts. Such an anchor-tenant-
ecosystem to mature and reach -based support system is critical in
the ambitious goals. S " a sovereign interest area such as

One of the key challenges is how sup- space—it would help the local in-
port would be given to the Indian industry ustry mature to have command
to move from being vendors in providing over'the intellectual property required to
manufacturing support to ISRO to inde- alise space missions.

pendently building spacecraft and launch- The Indian space programme has been
9 . ” B .

£ i

formed on the basis of serving citizens with
the necessary applications while exploiting
outer space to improve quality of life. It's
now time for this charter to be renewed to
include a larger focus on interplanetary, ro-
botic and crewed missions. The govern-
ment needs to support the ramp-up of capa-
bilities in futuristic technologies and
science missions including crewed ones; at
the same time, it needs to come up with a
clear roadmap for engaging the industry for
the routine missions that are needed to
serve societal applications.

A good example of this are the steps being
taken in the realm of launch vehicles with
the Indian industry consortium now start-
ing to own the entire realisation of the polar
satellite launch vehicle. This will hopefully
help increase the number of launches India
is able to conduct—from the current 68 a
year to multiples of the numbers.

This would allow ISRO to focus on the de-
velopment of new launch vehicle technolo-
gies—including vehicle reusability—to fur-
ther reduce the cost of missions. This would
be a very challenging thing for the Indian
industry to handle by itself.

As things happen now, ISRO engages with

 the government to plan its missions for so-

cietal applications, which are then funded
by the goverr. ment. One of the templates for
the government to consider is for ISRO to
move into a project management role and
for it to become an interface between the
end user and the industry to systematically
allow the Indian industry to mature.

The end users may be asked to fund such
missions through ISRO’s management of
these contracts. This will allow the industry
to get access to local demand in spacecraft
realisation. Its success at this would make
the industry a serious contender for global
contracts. This will also allow ISRO to then
focus exclusively on science, interplanetary
orbiters, robotics and crewed missions
where uncertainties are much higher.

The current focus of the defence space
initiative is heavily oriented towards co-
funding R&D at the sub-system level. The
defence ministry needs to review the space-
based services it is procuring from foreign
sources and come up with a plan to localise
them. Small satellites that can be realised
and launched by Indian companies could be
a good start in indigenising services thatare
currently being procured internationally

It’s a fortuitous time to be around o
witness several great feats being achieved
by the Indian space programme. We now
need to double up on this momentum to

scale up globally /
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KAVITA BAJELI-DATT

OVID is back yet again,
even before curtains
could be drawn over
2023. However, the vear
would be remembered
for the rise of several
other infections and
viruses as well.
From dengue, lept-
ospirosis (rat fever), mea-
sles, HIN1, respiratory
syncytial virus, nipah and
zika, India reported it all.
The most concerning and

burning issue of all was how

the young are dying of sudden
heart attacks! Headlines were
made when in Gujarat, during
the garba that marked the Na-
vratri festivities, 10 people, in-
cluding one as young as 17
years, died of sudden heart at-
tack within 24 hours.

This prompted Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
to caution people, especially
those who suffered from severe
Covid-19 infections, not to exert
themselves too much while ex-
ercising and to stay away from
hard labour for some time.

Prompted by concerns about
a potential link between Cov-
id-19 infection and Covid vac-
cination, the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) con-
ducted a multi-centric case-
control study on sudden deaths

o
......
Brg

among young adults in India
and found that vaccination did
not increase the risk of prema-
ture deaths. The study said vac-
cination was a mitigating fac-
tor, reducing sudden deaths in
the 18-45 age group.

A study by LocalCircles, In-
dia’s leading community social
media platform, also found that
more young people are experi-
encing brain stroke, cardiac ar-
rests, and heart attacks in India

RELIEF TO PATIENTS
WITH RARE DISEASES

Next year will bring some much-needed relief
to children suffering from 14 rare diseases.
While four India-made cost-effective generic
drugs were rolled out this year, the rest of the

drugs will be launched in the coming year.

e S

Another rising disease bur-

. den is diabetes. An ICMR study

found that India is sittingon a
diabetes time bomb. It said that
there are an estimated 101 mil-
lion people in India who have
diabetes, 136 million prediabe-
tes, and 315 million people were

- diagnosed with hypertension.

According to Dr V Mohan,
chairman of Madras Diabetes
Research Foundation (MDRF),
which collaborated with the In-
dian ICMR for the first-of-its-
kind national survey, India will
be the ‘diabetes capital of the
world’ in five years.

However, much of the year
saw Indians suffering for
weeks, some even for months,
with cough, cold, runny nose,
fever, sore throat, muscle pain,
body chills, fatigue and head-
aches. The viral infection was

These will hring duwn the costa hund:edfuld

BOOST TO HEALTH
INFRASTRUCTURE

The coming year will see the Centre
- working towards meeting the Budget
. target of 157 new nursing colleges
alongside medical colleges set up
- since 2014. Also, of the 16 new AlIMS,
i some may start uperatmg next year

.__'_..._~.._,_ e

Ei
Li

__ 2023

so severe that it left many pa-
tients exhausted physically and
mentally. The flu cases with

Covid-like symptoms were due_

to Influenza A subtype H3NZ,
which circulated widely in In-
dia and led to hospitalisations.

According to Dr Rajeev Jaya-
devan, co-chairman of the Na-
tional Indian Medical Associa-
tion Covid Task Force, in the
past 12 months, the world no-
ticed a rise in several types of
infections besides Covid-19,
and India was no exception.
“Speculations apart, there is
little evidence that Covid-19
might have directly led to these
infections. However, it is clear
that the pandemic played an in-
direct role in several health
problems,” he said.

Bizarre enough, the year also

~ saw a series of allegations over

spurious India-made drugs,

'YEAR OF INFECTIONS

§since the Covid-19 outbreak.

mainly cough syrups. The year
began with the WHO issuing an
alert against two Indian cough
syrups linked to the deaths of

18 ‘tn.in Uzbekistan. '

As more such alerts were
sounded against India-made
drugs through the year, hurting
the country’s image as the
‘pharmacy of the world’, the -
government cracked down on
firms making spurious drugs.

But as the year ends, the fo-
cus again will be on Covid-19 as
the new suhvanant JN.1, is
leading a spike in many coun-
tries, including India.

India is standing at the same
juncture it was last year with
Covid knocking at the doors
again. Time will tell how Cov-
id-19 manifests itself in 2024 —
four years after it was detected
in Wuhan, China — not only in
India but around the world too.




GADAG DIST REPORTS TWO COVID CASES

In Gadag town, every three among ten persons are now suffering from either cough or fever, says GIMS doctor

Distrct Minister = K Patil holos a meeting with GIMS doctors on Covid situation in the district | exeress

RAGHOTTAM KOPPAR @Gadag

Gadag reported two Covid cas-
es on Thursday. A total of 175
samples were tested of which
two turned positive -- g3 21-year-
old woman from Gadag town
and a 61-year-old man from
Mundargi.

Doctors have examined them
and advised them home quar-
antine for 10 days. Both the pa-
tients are doing well now.

Meanwhile, district health
officer Dr S S Neelangund said
they are studying the type of
the Covid strain and urged peo-
ple not to panic but take pre-
cautions to be on the safer side.
Many people are now avoiding

hospitals for cough and fever as
the testing for Covid has start-
ed last week. Though the GIMS
staff said they will refer for
home quarantine, but people
are avoiding the doctors. Even
pharmacists are advising peo-
ple to consult doctors before
taking over-the-counter medi-
cines for fever or flu.

In Gadag town, every three
among 10 are now suffering
from either cough or fever, said
a GIMS doctor.

Meanwhile, GIMS staff are
now ready with the oxygen,
ventilators and other equip-
ment to face any eventuality.
Health officials are also creat-
ing awareness in rural and ur-

ban areas about the new JN.
strain of the Covid-19.

A doctor from GIMS said, “We
are checking all cough and fever
cases and now there are two pos-
itive cases. Senior doctors have
advised them for home quaran-
tine. Many people think that
they can take tablets themselves
but it would be better to consult
the doctors once. It may be flu or
fever or any other infection, one
should take timely treatment.
We request people to wear
masks and follow Covid rules as
a precautionary measure and
we have all learnt lessons from
the last three waves and let us
follow rules to cut the transmis-
sion chain now itself.”

§  Sale of N95 masks picks

up, traders place orders

KIRAN BALANNANAVAR @Ballar

IN view of the Covid-19 cases
being reported from different
parts in the state, the state gov-
ernment has implemented
guidelines including wearing
of masks in public places espe-
cially those with co-morbidities
or senior citizens.

Wearing of mask is one of
the necessary steps to avoid the
spread of virus. In the last 10
days, masks are in demand and
those who are selling them have
placed orders for more.

With two active cases report-
ed in Ballari district in the last
two days, the administration
has instructed people to follow
the government guidelines.
Masks are mandatory for people
above 60 years, pregnant women
and children. Some NGOs are
distributing the masks for free
in the city. Many people are
reaching pharmacies to pur-

chase N95 masks in the city.

Raghavendra Bhat, a resi-
dent of Ballari city, said to
avoid the Covid-19 virus, wear-
ing of mask is first step. “In
the last few months, most peo-
ple had stopped using masks.
Now the government has in-
structed to follow the rules in-
cluding masks. N95 type two
layer masks are now available
in market. With sudden rise in
the demand, some pharma-
cists are selling masks at exor-
bitant prices. Officials must
take necessary action in this
regard,” he said.

Pratap K, a mask seller, said
the sale of masks has shotupin
the last 15 days especially after
a couple of cases were reported
in the district. **“N95 masks are
in full demand and the cost an-

have also placed an order with
local masks production units,”
he added.
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rorex reserves recoverin 23 after ayrof decline

ANJALI KUMARI
Mumbai, 29 December

India’s foreign exchange
reserves rose by $4 billion to
$620 billion in the week end-
ed December 22, according
to data released by the
Reserve Bank of India on
Friday. In the current calen-
dar year, the central bank has
added $57.59 billion to its Kit-
ty as of December 22.

The total reserves in the
recent week increased due to
the $4.6 billion rise in foreign
currency assets. In the pre-
vious week, the reserves had
surged to $616 billion, mark-
Ing it as the highest level
since March 25, 2022. During
the week, the reserves
Jumped $9 billion, represent-

TEeseds

FOREX TALLY
OVER A DECADE

Foreign exchange reserves
ason end of December
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ing the second-highest week-
ly surge in the current finan-

cial year.
During the current finan-
cial

year so far, India’s

- ON THE RISE

- Forexreservesin $ bn
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Source: RBI; Compiled by BS Research Bureau

reserves were the fourth
highest among major foreign
exchange reserves holding
countries, having increased
by $28.4 billion.

This recovery comes after
a challenging 2022, during
which India’s foreign
exchange reserves decreased
by $70 billion.

The domestic market saw
robust foreign inflows in 2023
that kept the rupee afloat dur-
ing global uncertainties. The
RBI remained active in the
market throughout the year
to curb the volatility in the
exchange rate.

The rupee showed stabil-
ity against the US dollar in
the current calendar year,
marking the least volatility
witnessed in over three
decades. The local currency
experienced a marginal
depreciation of 0.5 per cent
against the greenback. In the
current financial year, the
rupee has depreciated by 1.2
per cent. In 2022, the rupee
experienced a 10 per cent
depreciation against the US
dollar.



‘Crypto investors should opt for
compliant exchanges in the country’

UMA KANNAN @Benga_luru

A day after Financial Intelli-
gence Unit (FIU) issued show
cause notices to offshore crypto
and virtual digital assets plat-
forms including Binance for
not complying with the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) provisions, crypto ex-
changes said investors should
always aim to have their assets
on FIU-compliant entities.

In March 2023, crypto enti-
ties were included as reporting
entities under PMLA, and ex-
changes lauded it saying it was
the first step towards bringing
formal regulations to the in-
dustry. “Several offshore enti-
ties catering to a major part of
Indian users were not getting
registered and coming under
AML and CFT framework,” the
ministry said in a statement.

The FIU has written to the
Ministry of Electronics and In-
formation Technology to block
URLs of nine entities that are
operating illegally. Till date, 31
VDA SPs (virtual digital assets
service providers) have regis-

tered with the FIU. _
“It is always a best practice

L= ol

when using funds on foreign
exchanges, one should aim to
move funds back to India. This
regulatory push by FIU pro-
vides investors an opportunity
to transfer their assets from
foreign exchanges to FIU-com-
pliant entities in India. As In-
dia continues to position itself
as a welcoming hub for crypto

‘innovation, these moves collec-

tively pave the way for a vibrant
and sustainable future for the
digital asset ecosystem,” said
Edul Patel, CEO of Mudrex.
Sumit Gupta, co-founder,
CoinDCX, said the recent step
from FIU to offshore VDA SPs
will aid users and investors in

risk mitigation, protecting
them from potential scams and
fostering development of a se-
cure VDA ecosystem.

Dilip Chenoy, Chairman,
Bharat Web3 Association,
urged users to opt for compli-
ant exchanges to ensure their
safeguarding.

The ministry added that
both offshore and onshore VDA
SPs that are engaged in activi-
ties like exchange between
VDAs and fiat currencies,
transfer of VDAs, among oth-
ers, are required to be regis-
tered with FIU IND as Report-
Ing Entity and comply with the
set of obligations.



Core sectors’ growth skids to
6-month low in November

Overall output levels were at their lowest since March 2023; cement output contracts to 13-month low, steel growth also at

13-month low: refinery products and coal are only sectors to see a month-on-month uptick, with double-digit y-o-y growth

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

utput from India’s
0 eight core sectors
grew at a Six-

month low pace of 7.8% in
November, compared to
12% in October, with ce-
ment recording its first
contraction this year and
production slipping to the
lowest level in 13 months.
The Index of Core In-
dustries (ICI) was down
3.34% from October levels,
and stood at 150.3, its low-
est level since March 2023.
Refinery products and coal

Slowing core

Output from eight core sectors grew 7.8% in November

compared with 12% in October

® Crude oil slipped
back into contraction [
in Nov., sliding 0.4%

» Fertilizer output
grew 3.4%, the
slowest in 3 months

= Natural gas output
growth slowed
to 7.6%

= Power generation growth slowed to
5-month low of 5.6% in November

were the only sectors to
see a month-on-month up-
tick. These were also the
only sectors to record a

double-digit year-on-year
growth, compared to Oc-
tober, when four sectors
grew more than 10%.

Steel production also
rose at a 13-month low
pace of 9.1%, while crude
oil slipped back into con-
traction in November, de-
clining 0.4%. Fertiliser pro-
duction grew 3.4%, the
slowest in three months,
while natural gas output
growth slowed to 7.6%.

Refinery products surge
Refinery products grew at
the highest pace in 17
months at 12.4%, while
coal output grew 10.9%,
marking the slowest rise in
five months. Growth in
electricity generation

slowed from 20.3% in Oc-
tober to a five-month low
of 5.6% in November, with |
absolute output at the low-
est point since March 2023.

In November 2022, core
sectors had grown 5.7%.
Base effects from last No-
vember, when cement pro-
duction grew 29.1%, affect-
ed this November’s print
along with a slowdown in
housing, suggested Bank of
Baroda chief economist
Madan Sabnavis. The Slow-
down in fertiliser growth
was on expected lines as
rabi sowing comes to and
end, he added.






India’s capitulation

was worryingly swift

The difterence between the lead cast and the supporting one in the
visiting side was big in both the batting and bowling departments

INDIA IN SOUTH AFRICA

~ P.K. Ajith Kumar
CENTURION

little after India col-
A lapsed spectacular-

ly to give South
Africa an innings win in the
First Test at the SuperSport
Park on Thursday, the blue
sky turned grey, then dark,
and then it opened up. The
rain was heavy, the wind
strong.

Bad timing, the Indian
fans — there were many of
them - would have ac-
cused the rain of. But, it
would have taken a deluge
for India to save the Test:
another two days still
remained.

A Test match finishing
well ahead of schedule is
no rarity in these times of
more aggressive style — in-
cluding Bazball - in-
fluenced by white-ball
cricket and the steady de-
cline of grafters. Still, In-
dia’s capitulation was wor-
ryingly swift. Its second
innings lasted just 34.1 ov-
ers. It has to be one of In-
dia’s weakest batting dis-
plays since the debacle in
the Adelaide Test three
years ago, when it was
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Lone ranger: The Indian bowlers, with the exception of Bumrah, failed in helpful conditions. PTI
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Lbowled out by Austrahia for
36 in the second innings.

It would be unfair to put
all the blame on the bat-
ters, though. The bowlers
didn’t exactly crown them-
selves in glory. Yes, they
were up against a man who
was determined to play the
innings of his life: Dean El-
gar looked like an immova-
ble object, and this time an
object that was very easy
on the eye.

But the bowlers — with
the glorious exception of
Jasprit Bumrah — were a bit
too generous to him, as
well as debutant David Be-
dingham and Marco Jan-
sen. It was his century
partnerships with them
that made South Africa’s
lead a little too uncomfor-
table for the visitors.

To be fair, India had be-
gun the match with a big
handicap. Its best bowler
at the World Cup, Mo-
hammed Shami, couldn’t
join the squad. He would
have relished the wicket
and the conditions here.

He was replaced by deb-
utant Prasidh Krishna. The
Karnataka seamer, who
had played only 12 First
Class matches before,
could not replicate his ex-
cellent show (a five-wicket
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haul with a hat-trick) in In-
recent

match |

agairist -South Africa-A at |

Potchefstroom.

Prasidh struggled with |

his length; so did Shardul

Thakur. Mohammed Siraj
fared better, while Bum- |
rah, who hasn’'t played

Test cricket in about a year
and a half, was brilliant.
The difference between

the lead cast and the sup- |

porting one was as big in
the batting department,

too. Two of India’s best bat-

ters equipped for overseas
tours like this, Virat Kohli
and K.L. Rahul, showed
their class yet again.
Rahul’s 101 oft 137 balls

was arguably one of the

best Test innings by an In-
dian batter in recent times,
while Kohli’s 76 oft 82 balls
in the second was a lone
battle, with Shubman Gill
being the only other to get
into double figures.

For all his undeniable '

gift and compelling style,

Gill has to show consisten- |
cy in SENA countries. The |

young Yashasvi Jaiswal and
the more
Shreyas lyer too have their
tasks cut out, while skipper
Rohit Sharma will have to
find a way to deal with Ka-
giso Rabada.

experienced |



India will want to start fresh
against confident Australia

AUSTRALIA IN INDIA

LLavanya L.
MUMBAI

India may be hosting Aus-
tralia in a multi-format tour
here this month, but it was
the wvisitors that looked
thoroughly at home in its
six-wicket win over India at
the Wankhede Stadium on
Thursday. The seven-time

world champion shook off

the heartache of the Test
loss  with an  all round
showing  against  India.
which came second best
despite registering its high
est total against this oppo-
nent.

The Women in Blue mis-
sed the services of Smiriti
Mandhana due to illness
Shafali ~ Verma  looked
patchy at best during her
short stay at the crease
with her mability to Land a
shot clean proving to be
her undoing as she was
bowled by Darcie Brown.
Harmanpreet Kaur and Ri-

A e

cha Ghosh too could not
capitalise on starts, finding
themselves back in the
hunt in quick succession. It
took an unwell Jemimah
Rodrigues to partner Yasti-
ka Bhatia and small part-
nerships between Jemi-
mah and Deepti Sharma,
Sneh Rana and Pooja Vas-
trakar to give the Indian in-
nings some bulk against a
star-studded Aussie lineup.

‘Control+alt+delete’

Fielding coach Munish
Bali suggested that the
team should ‘control+alt-
rdelete’ the first game and
start fresh in the second
ODI on Saturday.

That mught be easier
sald than done India had
its moments on the field,
but those were far and few
Boundaries were permit
ted too easily, IIIL‘III\' Of
nushelds doted rood ov-
ers and n all. no scoring
pressure was applied on
the Australians who sealed
the game with 21 balls to
spare. The side showed
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marked improvements in
the field during the two red
ball fixtures against En-
gland and Australia, and
will hope to channel the
same energy in the white-
ball fixtures that remain.

Australia was able to res-
trict batting partnerships
to a large extent with Yasti-
ka, Jemimah and Pooja ma-
naging most resistance.
Ashleigh Gardner and Ge-
orgia Wareham were the
pick of the bowlers with
two wickets each but al-
most every other Aussie
bowler found success
against the Indians.

Jemimah has had a bril-
liant 2023 so far with 796
international runs and will
want to add to that tally in
the side’s last game of the
vear.

Aussie vice-captain Tah-
lia McGrath is in the mid-
dle of a similar purple
patch, scoring fifties in ev-
ery batting innings against
India so far in the tour.
Both will hope to continue
in the same vein.

Sitver Uning: Pooja’s all-round show will boost India’s confidence going into the second ODI.

EMMANUAL YOGINI
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Britain and Spain register 2-1 wins over
Australia and Brazil respectively

UNITED CUP

Agence France-Presse
PERTH

Britain eased to victory ov-
er host Australia in their
United Cup opener on Fri-
day with Cameron Norrie
defeating Alex de Minaur,
the boyfriend of British
teammate Katie Boulter,
6-4, 2-6, 7-6(2). Boulter
showed no mercy to Ajla
Tomljanovic, who missed
10 months of action this
year due to a knee injury,
beating her 6-2, 6-4 to
clinch victory for Britain in
the mixed teams event.

The British ran out 2-1
winners as Australia saved
some honour in prevailing
in the mixed doubles.

The winner joined
Spain, who beat Brazil 2-1
to begin the competition at
the 18-team tournament
being staged in Perth and
Sydney prior to the Austra-
lian Open.

Ending a losing streak

South Africa-born Norrie,
with family in Australia
watching, ended a nine-
match loss streak against
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Top 20 opponents as he
beat de Minaur in front of a
packed-out local crowd.

“I had to dig deep and
play bravely in the third
set,” Norrie said after a
match that lasted nearly
two-and-a-half hours. “At
the end of the second set
he was firing and 1 could
not match his level.

“We always have great
battles, I had to run a lot to-
day. But it’s good to start
the year with a win,” added
the 28-year-old.

Boulter, ranked 56 In
the world, was thrilled to
give Britain an unassailable

"

Pulling through: Norrie got past de Minaur in three sets. AP

lead on her United Cup de-
but. “I’ve been been train-
ing well coming in, I've
tried to work as hard as I
could. This win starts the
year really well. Having the
entire team behind really
does help you.”

Earlier World No. 11 Bea-
triz Haddad Maia got her
season off to a winning
start, but it was not enough
to prevent Brazil losing 2-1
to Spain.

The tie came down to a
deciding doubles rubber,
with Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina and Sara Sorribes
Tormo defeating Haddad

Maia and two-time Grand
Slam winner Marcelo Melo
6-4, 7-5.

Davidovich Fokina got
Spain off to a winning start
as he dispatched Thiago
Seyboth Wild 6-4, 6-0, re-
quiring four match points
to earn the first victory of
the tournament.

Haddad Maia then pre-
vailed by defeating Sor-
ribes Tormo 7-6(1), 6-2 to
level the tie at 1-1.

The end of the crunch
mixed doubles tie was
tight, with Brazil saving a
match point before falling
seconds later.

“I knew I had to be calm
near the end,” Davidovich
Fokina said. “I needed to
focus on every point - in
doubles things can change
very quickly.”

The results: Britain bt
Australia 2-1 (Cameron Norrie bt
Alex de Minaur 64, 2-6, 7-6(2):
Katie Boulter bt Ajla Tomljanovic
6-2, 6-4; Boulter & Nea| Skupski
lost to Storm Hunter & Matthew
Ebden 3-6, 6-7(5)).

Spain bt Brazil 2-1 (Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina bt Thiago
Seyboth Wild 64, 6-0- Sorribes
Tormo lost to Beatriz Haddad
Maia 6-7(1), 2-6; Fokina & Tormo
bt Maia & Marcelo Melo6<4. 7-5
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Indians need jobs;
world needs Indians

he government’s plan to sign agreements tosupply la-
I bour tocountries that areindemographicdeclineand
need workers is welcome, and it can benefit the coun-
tryifitis worked out well. Most countries thatare experienc-
ing labour shortages are developed countries but there are
others also that are facing the problem. Taiwan has shown
interest in hiring 100,000 Indians toworkin factories, farms
and hospitals. India has signed labour supply agreements
with some countries, including Japan and France, and ne-
gotiationsare being held with the Netherlands, Greece, Den-
mark and Switzerland. An agreement has been signed with
Israel under which India will send 42,000 workers to that
country. There are already about 18,000 Indians working
in Israel, mainly as caregivers. The manpower requirement
in most of these countries is in sectors like manufacturing,
farming, construction and healthcare.

Indian workers have gone all over the world over centuries
but there is an opportunity now to plan and regulate the mi-
gration while also mitigating, to some extent, the country’s
unemployment problem. There are informal and illegal
channels, asseeninlastweek’sattemptwhichwasabortedin
France. The demand for workers will
keep increasing, and India will be able
tomeetthedemandinthe foreseeable
future without affecting the availabil-
ity of labour within the country itself.
While bilateral agreements are signed
with some countries, India has also
insisted that trade agreements should
cover services and labour mobility.
Mutually-agreed legal guarantees will
ensure that workers are not exploited
and the terms of service are fair. The
workers will be able to earn and build
their livesin other countries,and India
will benefit from their remittances. Most such agreements
are for a limited period of service. Workers will be able to
come back with some savings, though some may stay back.
India will have to do some planning and projections about
future requirements of other countriesand provide training
and skilling to workers accordingly.

[tshould be ensured that thereisa fair and efficient system
to select and recruit the workers. Such recruitments are
usually nddled with unfair practices, corruption and favour-
iism. There should also be a system to speedily address and
resolve the complaints and problems that the workers may
face in other countries. Indians working abroad at all levels
have acquitted themselves well and created a good impres-
sioninother countries. Theyareasource of soft powerforthe
country. But recently, some of them have evoked hostile re-
sponseswithwrong and provocative posturesand attitudes,
especially in countries like the UK, the US and Australia,
thatare influenced by social and political dynamics in India.
Thgt will not help the country’s cause in any way. India and
Indians must make the best use of the opportunity that has
presented itself.




INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T' IS A MISSION.

Ramnath Goenka

BANKS NEED MORE
ROBUST VIGIL AGAINST
CYBER FRAUD

YBER frauds are bedevilling India’s banking system like
never before. Despite the banks’ claims of setting up ro-
bust systems and anti-fraud teams to constantly monitor
transactions, the number of frauds is skyrocketing. A re-
cent Reserve Bank report said that reported cases of card-
and internet-based frauds have multiplied several times to
12,069 in the first half of the current financial year; they occupy
the lion’s share of the 14,483 fraud cases reported in all. Card
and cyber frauds during the period involved transactions of
Z630 crore, against Z87 crore in first half of the previous year.

Ever since the inception of National Payments Corporation
in 2008 by the RBI to streamline retail payment systems in the
country, India has reported a remarkable transformation from
a predominantly cash-based economy to a digital payments
leader. Most of the growth came in the last few years, thanks
to the rapidly expanding smart-phone penetration, less expen-
sive internet access, user-friendly digital apps and low-cost pay-
ment gateways. The United Payments Interface (UPI) that ena-
bles instant transfers between bank accounts using a mobile
phone has been the prime contributor to India’s vibrant digital
payments ecosystem. The government says India now accounts
for nearly 40 percent of global real-time digital payments, with
the country’s digital transactions value being more than the
combined value of the US, UK, Germany and France. At the
same time, there needs to be a constant vigil on fraudsters and
imposters. The RBI recently found a series of compliance viola-
tions by banks that included the failure in reporting and mis-
classifying fraud cases. The central bank imposed penalties on
several prominent banks including ICICI, Kotak and SBI. ICICI
Bank, for example, faced one of the highest penalties in recent
times, amounting to ¥12.2 crore.

There are no shortcuts in the fight against fraudsters, who
continue to device innovative ploys to trick bank customers.
Banks need to be on their toes. The central bank has continued
to highlight the critical need to safeguard the banking and pay-
ment systems from the growing threat. Frauds within the bank-
ing sector also pose risks to reputation and operations, poten-
tially eroding customer trust and carrying implications for
financial stability, the RBI report notes. While setting up strong

systems, banks need to improve the customer services they
provide to the victims of such frauds.
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A quiet reprieve
India did well to work its channels with
Qatar away from the limelight

T he decision of the Qatari court of appeals
to reduce the capital punishment handed
down in Qctoher to eight former Indian
naval pgrgonr_u_z-l IS @ major reprieve for the men
and their families, and spells relief for the govern-
ment that has been pursuing diplomatic channels
for l_emency. While the detailed judgment is still
awaited more than 24 hours after the pronounce-
ment, the upholding of the conviction is a disap-
poir}t_ment, and the government and the men’s
families must now reassess their legal strategy
apd evidence of their innocence before filing a re-
view petition with Qatar’s Court of Cassation, the
highest in the system. If all avenues of judicial ap-
peal are exhausted, the government will have
three options. First, to continue to press for a re-
view of the conviction with Qatar’s ruling Emir,
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani. If that fails,
the men could appeal for clemency and ask for a
pardon, that Qatar’s rulers have given in the past.
A third option would be for the men to serve out
their terms in India, once the length of incarcer-
ation is clarified, according to a 2015 bilateral
Agreement on Transfer of Sentenced Persons.
However, this option would require them to ac-
cept the conviction cannot be reversed. Through
this process, the government must be seen to be
pursuing diplomatic and political efforts at the
highest level, to convey the extent that the men
are a priority for India.

It is significant that the development comes af-
ter Prime Minister Narendra Modi made his first
public outreach to the Qatari leadership — he met
the Emir on the sidelines of COP28, on December
1. Whether such a political outreach, or a high-le-
vel mission to Doha, would have been more pro-
ductive earlier, after the men were first arrested
in August 2022, is a moot point now. It is com-
mendable that New Delhi, in contrast to its stand
with Canada over its allegations, has chosen not
to react to the case with public rhetoric, especial-
ly the kind of targeting of Doha seen in some sec-
fions of the media, a move that would have been
counterproductive. If the case implicating the
men is in any way connected to India’s intelli-
gence services, then it is important to consider
an appropriate review of any operations that
could jeopardise Indians overseas. New Delhi has
also done well by not allowing the case to be-

come hostage to the growing tensions in the re-

gion, over the continuing bombardment of Gaza
by Israel. It is hoped that a consistently calibrated

position, careful of Qatar’s sensitivities, and cou-
~ pled with a quiet, but determined push, would
bring the eight Indians back home safely.
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